prohibits absolutely the use of gas. Both parties pledged them-
selves not to use gas in any form of circumstances. The employ-
ment by the Italian airmen of poison gas raises the question
whether any international conventions are of any value what-
soever."
It was decided that the Chairman, Senor de Madariaga, and
the Secretary-General of the League, should get into touch
with representatives of Italy and Abyssinia to obtain a clear
indication whether there was any hope that Italy might agree
to open negotiations: 14 April should be the time-limit for their
reply.
The discussion on poison gas was confused, for the com-
petence of the committee was called into question. It was
therefore finally decided to appoint a small committee of jurists
to deal with the subject, as it was felt that further investigation
was necessary.
ITALIAN AIMS IN ETHIOPIA
Presiding over a meeting of the Italian Cabinet, Signor
Mussolini declared that the security of the Italian colonies,
which had been the prime objective of the Abyssinian War,
"will be fully reached with the total annihilation of the Abys-
sinian military formation, an annihilation which can neither
fail to be achieved, nor be far off." The Italian people, he
observed, continue to offer to the world a spectacle of Roman
tenacity and discipline.
Thursday 9                          THE KING DISTRIBUTES MAUNDY
The King went to Westminster Abbey to distribute the
Royal Maundy in person. Till our day no English sovereign
since James II distributed Maundy with his own hands, but
the custom that had lapsed after 1685 was in 1932 once again
observed by King George V. King Edward, by taking part in
the ceremony himself, thus offers a fresh sign of his sympathy
with the most necessitous among the people. The King, in
morning clothes and black overcoat, was dressed as plainly as
the old men and women before him. Rich apparel was the
prerogative of the clergy. Hymns were accompanied by the
string band of the Royal Horse Guards, sitting in a corner of
the nave. After the distribution of the Maundy and the prayers,
the Old Hundredth was sung, the Dean gave the blessing, and
after a roll of drums came the National Anthem. In these last
few minutes the sun had for the first time penetrated the high
windows of Henry VII's Chapel behind the altar. The King